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NEW YORK/ CAMILLA CROCIANI RECEIVES THE HUMANITARIAN AWARD AT
THE UN
HONOUR BESTOWED ON PRINCESS OF BOURBON

By Giosetta Capriati
NEW YORK. Italian by birth, Camilla Crociani grew up first in Switzerland and then in New York where she attended Marymount
and New York University and where she soon learned to be tolerant towards other people’s needs and live among people of
different social and religious backgrounds. In 1998 she married H.R.H. Prince Charles of Bourbon Two Sicilies, Duke of Castro,
Grand Master of the Sacred Military Constantinian Order of Saint George, an Equestrian Order very active in social and
hospitaller assistance whose origins date back to Emperor Constantine, after the appearance of the Cross at Saxa Rubra and thus
considered to be one of the oldest in the world.
Since then, the Princess has been deeply involved in charitable and humanitarian activities in her capacity as Dame Knight Grand
Cross of Justice of the Order. For this reason, on the occasion of World Women’s Day, she received at the United Nations the
Humanitarian Award from the UN Women for Peace Association, an organization founded eight years ago by the wife of the
Secretary General of the UN, Mrs. Ban Soon Taek who, every year, awards women who have distinguished themselves in the
world for their activities in favour of women and against violence perpetrated against women and children.
In particular, tribute was paid to the great role that the Princess has been playing for many years in this respect and which has
brought her to dedicate herself to the cause of women, creating the Family Home in Naples in 2001 for AIDS affected women
and their children; launching the Camelia Project, also for women, in Naples; inaugurating in Rome in 2004 the Sensory Garden
for elderly women suffering from Alzheimer; fund raising for the Department of Oncology of the Biomedical Campus of the
University of Rome in 2010 to treat women with breast cancer and other disorders. She is also known for her charitable work in
Yemen for needy young girls, in Antigua for girl children in difficulty, in southern France for Amitiés Sans Frontières International
and for the Children’s Hospital in Monaco.
UN Headquarters New York was also the venue where honour was bestowed on the Secretary General Ban Ki Moon who
received the Leadership Award for his significant role in peacemaking in the world during his nine years of tenure at the United
Nations and whose term will expire at the end of 2016; on his wife, Mrs. Ban Soon Taek, who received the Peace Award and who
for many years has been addressing the needs of autistic and AIDS affected children, trying to raise awareness on these subjects
among the international public opinion.
An award was also given to Francine LeFrak, Founder and President of Same Sky, an organization that trains AIDS affected
women, who survived the Rwandan genocide, to make artisanal jewelry and hence have the possibility to work and be
economically independent. Subsequently, the same women, led by Ban Soon Taek and Muna Rihani Al-Nasser, Chairperson of
the Board of the UN Women for Peace Association marched in front of the Headquarters accompanied by hundreds of people,
men and women of all nationalities, waving peace flags and chanting the Association’s slogans.
The Princess, also well known for her beauty and refined elegance, was accompanied by her husband, H.R.H. Prince Charles of
Bourbon Two Sicilies and by her daughters Maria Carolina, Duchess of Palermo and Maria Chiara, Duchess of Capri. The Prince
seized the opportunity of his trip to New York to present the insignia to the new Knights and Dames of the Sacred Military
Constantinian Order of Saint George during the solemn Mass held at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in the presence of H.E. Cardinal
Theodore McCarrick who had come especially from Washington, and of John Viola, USA Delegate of the Order and President of
NIAF (National Italian-American Foundation). The insignia were presented, among others, to Joseph Sciame and Michael Viola,
and Patricia De Stacey Harrison, Chairperson of the Public Broadcasting Corporation, received the honour of Francis I, given to
people of any religious faith who have distinguished themselves for civil, cultural and scientific merits.

